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USCG Boating Safety Division

ReleaseableBARD2015 Notes


Accident Reporting Overview

Under federal regulations (33 CFR Part 173; Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting) the operator of any numbered vessel that was not required to be inspected or a vessel that was used for recreational purposes is required to file a Boating Accident Report (BAR) when, as a result of an occurrence that involves the vessel or its equipment:


1. A person dies; or


2. A person disappears from the vessel under circumstances that indicate death or injury; or


3. A person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid; or


4. Damage to vessels and other property totals $2,000 or more; or 


5. There is a complete loss of any vessel.

If the above conditions are met, the federal regulations state that the operator or owner must report their accident to a reporting authority. The reporting authority can be either in the state where the accident occurred, the state in which the vessel was numbered, or, if the vessel does not have a number, the state where the vessel was principally used. The owner must submit the report if the operator is deceased or unable to make the report. 

The regulations also state the acceptable length of time in which the accident report must be submitted to the reporting authority. Vessel operators or owners must submit:


1. Accident reports within 48 hours of an occurrence if:



a. A person dies within 24 hours of the occurrence; or



b. A person requires medical treatment beyond first aid; or



c. A person disappears from the vessel.

2. Accident reports within 10 days of an occurrence if there is damage to the vessel/property only. 

The minimum reporting requirements are set by Federal regulation, but states are allowed to have stricter requirements. For example, some states have a lower threshold for reporting damage to vessels and other property. 

Federal Regulations (33 CFR 174.121) require accident report data to be forwarded to Coast Guard Headquarters within 30 days of receipt by a reporting authority.

Our website is uscgboating.org.  Our annual statistics report can be found at http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.php.  At the back of the report is the aforementioned BAR form.

Explanation of Data

The “ReleaseableBARD2015” Access file has been provided by the USCG Boating Safety Division.  Information in the database was last modified 3 June 2016.

Information is organized in the database into four linked tables.  The “ReleaseableAccidents” table provides an overview of the accident including the time/date/location, weather conditions, narrative and accident events/causes.  The “ReleaseableVessels” table provides information specific to the operator and vessel.  The “ReleaseableDeaths” and “ReleaseableInjuries” tables provide information specific to the casualties.  Tables are linked by the following key fields: BARDID and VesselID.  The design view of each table provides a definition and data code for unclear field names.

The accidents included in the file meet federal reporting requirements in 33 CFR 173 and/or Coast Guard policy.  
This database is composed of records that the federal government received permission to release.  The federal government has redacted private information since the release of it would likely result in an infringement in personal privacy.  Private information includes the names, contact information, dates of births, ages and any other identifiable information (driver's license number, insurance policy number, social security number, etc) of all individuals involved in the accident. 

Not all states/jurisdictions gave the Coast Guard the permission to release records.  The Coast Guard did not have permission to release data from the following jurisdictions: AK, CA, CT, HI, MI, MS, NJ, OR, PA, TX and WA.  Thus, the records (1084 accidents involving 1451 vessels, 200 deaths and 668 injuries) from these states/jurisdictions were deleted. 

In addition, there were several states that prohibited the release of some of their data.  Arizona, Nevada, and Utah prohibited the release of vessel registration numbers and hull identification numbers.  Thus, these two pieces of information in records were deleted for the aforementioned states.  Utah also prohibited the release of vessel names.  Massachusetts prohibited the release of medical information.  Thus, data that referenced medical information such as the cause of death, injury type, area of injury, and severity of treatment was deleted from the database.

The data provided reflects a collaboration of state and Coast Guard efforts.  For most of the records in the database, state law enforcement agencies submitted information in the Coast Guard’s Boating Accident Report Database (BARD).  The Coast Guard then reviewed and standardized data so that it could be used for the annual statistics publication of boating accidents and registration.  The database provided reflects the values after Coast Guard standardization, and may not be the same data that the state originally submitted.  

To locate contact information for States, please visit www.NASBLA.org. 
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