Truck Census Readme September 2008 
The U.S. Department of Transportation's Truck Census File contains records on each company that has commercial interstate vehicles weighing more than 10,000 pounds. This group includes buses, semis and shippers of hazardous materials. 

There are a total of 1,284,116 records of entities, including motor carriers and shippers in the Census file, which is current as of Sept. 10, 2008.
The data includes trucks’ legal names, registered location, types, safety rating value, and other details about cargo transportation and equipment. In order to identify each entity, MCMIS (Motor Carrier Management Information System) assigns a unique number to each entity record. This number is referred to as the record census number. This is also the number supplied to an entity as their USDOT number.

Although most records are blank, the field of ACC_RATE is related to a truck’s safety level. The higher the value in this field, the higher the more often the truck has been involved in an accident per 1,000,000 miles.

Joining tables with Truck Accident Database/Finding a truck in an accident:

For getting more information about a truck that is involved in an accident, you can link the census table with an accident table in the Truck Accident database, which is available at NICAR. To link the two data, you must use the CENSUS_NUM (census table) and DOT_NUM (crash table in truck accident database) fields. 
You can link the truck accident table to tables in truck inspections (such as violations, inspections, carriers, etc) by using the "DOT_NUM" field in each file. 

Finding an International carrier:     

The census data also include international trucks. Fields of international interest include PHY_ST, MAI_NATN, PHY_BARRIO and MAI_BARRIO. The PHY_NATN field is where the nationality or general geographic location of the carrier's principle office is found. This field defines whether a carrier is from the United States, American territories, Canadian territories, Mexican states or Central American Nations. Possible states and territories are listed in the data elements appendix of the Census File Documentation. 

You can also join the census table with truck accident table for more international carriers. For example, in 2006 there were 5,934 truck census records that registered their office in Ontario and British Columbia, Canada and had a crash accident within the U.S. borders.
More notes about the September 2008 data:
The REVTYPE field is populated with a range of numbers from 1 through 9. However, the record layout provided by Computing Technologies shows that the records should instead be populated by C, H, N, A, S, E, U, B, F, G, I, J, or Null.  
The MAI_REG field is not listed in the DOT provided Census File Documentation record layout, however, the field does contain data. MAI_REG refers to a mailing region.  
Many fields contain mostly blank records: UNDELIV_PH, MAI_ZIP, TERR, ICCDOCKET1, ICC1, ICCDOCKET2, ICC2, ICCDOCKET3, REVTYPE, CRRINTER, CRRINTRA, SHPINTER, RATEDATE, UPD_REAS, CHNGDATE, DELDATE, ADDUSERID, MCS150DATE, USDOT_REVF, COMPY_REP2, ACC_RATE REPPREVRAT, and DELCODE 

NICAR added new date-typed fields to make a date presenting in a user-friendly format. For example, RATE_DT (MM/DD/YY) is a NICAR-created field for RATEDATE (CCYYMMDD). REV_DT, ACC_RT, REPPREV_RT, RATE_DT, ADD_DT, CHNG_DT, DEL_DT, MCSIP_DT, CENSUS, CREATE_DT and MCS150DT are Nicar-created fields. 
Potential problems with this data:

The Census table is best used as a lookup table because it provides a company's census number along with its name, address and other detailed information such as number of vehicles owned or leased and the type of cargo they carry. The census number is the unique identifier assigned by the U.S. Department of Transportation to all commercial carriers. 

Beware of errors in the Census numbers when joining to DOT inspection or accident data.  Accidental duplication of census numbers, omitted numbers and other errors do occur.  If it seems that the name of the carrier in one database is not consistent with a name in a joined table, you will need to verify information on a case by case basis.  Also note the incomplete census numbering by the Accidents database: 66,532 records in the Truck Accidents file have blank DOT_NUM fields.  
If you have any further questions, you can contact NICAR at (573) 884-7711. Linda Giles in the Federal Highway Administration can be reached at (202) 366-2971. And Frank Guzman of Computing Technologies is the contact for data questions at (703) 280-8800 ext 1317.

**********************************

Stories from the IRE Resource Center:

**********************************

If you are interested in one of the following stories done on this subject, you can call the IRE Resource Center at (573) 882-3364, and tell them the story number you are looking at.

Story #18724

In 2001, The News-Journal investigated increasing truck fatalities in Florida. The investigation found that average truck weights are increasing, Florida's weight limits are some of the most lenient in the country and the Florida Trucking Association gave $163,200 to legislative candidates between 1996 and 2000, lobbying vigorously against strengthening weight and safety laws.

Story #15367
WLS-TV began its investigation in 1998 by looking at a truck vs. van accident in which 6 children were killed and the truck driver obtained his Illinois commercial driver's license under "unusual" circumstances. WLS-TV learned that truck driver's licenses in Illinois were routinely and illegally being sold by Secretary of State employees to unqualified, untrained drivers.

Story #15659

In 2002, KGTV-TV investigated the case of two Mexican citizens sentenced to five years in a Mexican prison for drug trafficking after they bought a truck from the U.S. Customs auction hall that still had old Marijuana hidden inside. The KGTV-TV investigation revealed U.S. Customs did not perform a thorough search of the truck before selling it at the auction. The investigation helped overturn the Mexicans' conviction and freed them from prison.

Also, in an article in the March/April 2002 issue of IRE Journal, Steve Twedt of the Pittsburg Post-Gazette explains how he broke a story about "a system-wide hole in the federal safety net meant to ensure that commercial truck and bus drivers are healthy enough to drive their 80,000-pound rigs on America's highways."
In the May/June 2001 issue of Uplink, IRE/NICAR newsletter, Andy Lehren gives a thorough account of how Dateline NBC investigated major problems in truck inspections and how records of inspections and accidents are kept. Dateline obtained databases from the National Transportation Safety Board, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

